
There are lots of ways to respond to a diagnosis of stage 4 brain cancer. But for Dave
Barber, who lived at Bampa’s House from March 2 to April 6, 2026, there was only
one. He declared: “We’re gonna have some fun.”

Dave, originally from Corning, was living in Michigan at the time of his diagnosis. His
brother, Mark Barber, traveled from Horseheads to be with him through the first few
weeks navigating the biopsy and initial treatment. During that time, in phone calls
among the two men and Mark’s wife, Nancy, Dave broached the idea of going to live
with them, saying, “This is going to be hard.” But Mark and Nancy insisted it would be
just like if he were visiting them.
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“They were the family 
we didn’t know we needed.” 

Whether you are a seasoned runner, a leisurely walker, or
bringing along the whole family, including the dog, we
welcome your fundraising efforts on behalf of our mission. 

To join us in person or virtually from wherever you are,
scan the QR code to register. 

If sponsoring or volunteering are more your style, please
email andrea.knowles@bampashouse.org for more info. 

Dave Barber
1969 - 2026

“Dave led the way,” said Nancy. “He never complained. He was always grateful. He embraced the process.” And thus
began a year of bucket list trips and activities, and lots of fun times with friends and family near and far.

As his needs increased for more hospice care, an aunt encouraged them to visit Bampa’s House. “The warmth from
the minute we walked in—it’s hard to describe,” said Nancy.

Still, Nancy was initially wary and reluctant to give up caring for Dave. But over time, she learned to trust the staff.
“Every single thing they did—before they did it, they told us why and what to expect. They let us be the caregivers we
had always been, but did what they needed to do, too.”

Eventually the family recognized that Bampa’s House was their new home. Mark, who is retired, showed up with
Dunkin’ Donuts coffee every morning. Nancy, still employed, brought dinner every evening. They sat around the dining
room table and talked. Other family members gathered to watch “Survivor” together in the living room, placing bets on
their favorite contestants. 

For the last weeks, friends and family came from
all over the country and stayed right at the house
in the guest bedroom upstairs. “It was like a
revolving door,” said Nancy. “The staff said they’d
never heard so much laughter.”

“The staff, the volunteers, the CareFirst folks who
provided hospice services—they were like a family
we didn’t know we needed,” said Nancy. “Dave
died with dignity. We couldn’t have provided that
on our own.”

Join us Sept. 5 
at Craig Park in Painted
Post for our 10th Annual

5K Run/Walk!
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FORE!

As many of you know, Alene Goodman has stepped away
from her role at Bampa's House due to health concerns.
During her time with us, she was instrumental in
elevating our fundraising efforts, building lasting
relationships within the community, and bringing people
together in support of our mission.

Alene has touched so many lives through her kindness,
compassion, and genuine love for others.  To know her is
to feel like you have known her for years.  On behalf of
our Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, residents, and
families, we want to thank Alene for everything she has
done for Bampa's House.  Please join us in keeping Alene
and her loved ones in your thoughts.

We want to assure everyone that we are smoothly
transitioning Alene's responsibilities to Andrea Knowles-
Skowvron, who has been a dedicated caregiving
volunteer at Bampa’s House, and brings more than 20
years of nonprofit leadership experience to the team. 

We are fortunate that Andrea didn’t hesitate to take on
this new challenge. We are grateful to have someone
with her expertise who also cares deeply about Bampa’s
House and the people we serve.

Our 6th Annual Golf Tournament was a tremendous
success, with 26 teams enjoying a memorable day. We
are sincerely grateful—whether you donated a raffle
item, purchased a Fairway to Heaven sign, sponsored
a tee or event, or supported the tournament in
another way.

For spearheading the tournament—special thanks to
the 5Cs (Chemung County Comfort Care Committee),
founded by our dear friend Jim Hare, and led this year
by Dave Hubman. The knowledge, time, and
dedication of the 5Cs are truly remarkable.

We've always given a prize to the last place team for
giving to the community and expecting nothing in
return. This year, in remembrance of Jim, we renamed
the last place prize the “Community Spirit Award.” Jim
appreciated that life isn't always about finishing first—
it’s about showing up, supporting one another, and
enjoying the journey along the way.

Thank you again to everyone who helped make this
year’s tournament memorable.  Mark your calendars
for next year: June 7, 2027!

L-R: Logan Duffy, Darrin White, Erich Herzig, Steve Hazlett

Community Spirit Award: 
Team Wells Fargo

1st Place Team:
Team Tranter
L-R: Kirk Gregg, John

Tunney, Tom Tranter,
Carl Hayden

Our Annual Dinner at CMoG!
Enjoy cocktails, a silent auction, dinner,
live entertainment, and plenty of laughs!
RSVP today to reserve your spot.

L-R: Tish Miller, Alene Goodman, Lindsay Butler

Thank you, Alene!

Save the Date: October 10th
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