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BAMPA’S      HOUSE 

NEWS WORTH KNOWING 

From Receiving Love and Care to Giving Love and Care 

Despite the extreme sadness of my mother’s death, the dignity in which she passed 

under the care of Bampa’s House gave myself and my family tremendous comfort. 

Their support system to help families cope during a loved one’s illness and their 

own bereavement is vital to the death and dying process. 

June 18, 2021, my mother arrived at Bampa’s House in the mid-afternoon. Upon 

her arrival, we were greeted by the executive director and a volunteer. The 

atmosphere and aesthetics inside 

Bampa’s House were very warm and 

welcoming. Of course my mother was 

immediately made as comfortable as 

possible, while the staff and medical 

team meticulously planned the 

management of her stay. Her end-of-life 

diagnosis was leukemia, a painful disease 

which attacked her bones. She was 

unable to walk or lift her arm without 

painful outbursts. Immediately she was 

assessed and given medication to relieve 

her pain and anxiety. 

Symptom management, pain management, spiritual comfort, and community 

resources are essential to a resident and their family at Bampa’s House. Your loved 

one is referred to as a resident, not a patient, and their needs are evaluated daily and 

served consistently with great compassion. Bampa’s House becomes an extension of 

your family, and they truly become a part of your life forever. 

All necessities are provided at Bampa’s. These include a state-of-the-art kitchen, a 

living room with large screen tv, a dining room, and even a guest bedroom to stay 

overnight. This is a vast difference from the stark atmosphere a nursing home 

presents where loved ones have limited hours to visit and comfort their loved one. 

The extensive support and 24-hour care provided at Bampa’s for end of life is a way 

to transition in a dignified way versus being lonely.  (Continued on Back) 
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“One 

person 

caring  

for another. 

It is a 

privilege  

to be called 

a caregiver 

volunteer  

at Bampa’s 

House.” 

- Maureen O’Keefe - 

Lisa Cobb 



Funding Our Mission 

A stay at Bampa’s House is free 

of charge for our residents and 

their families. We rely on 

generous donations from the 

community, grants, and our 

fundraising events during the 

year to keep the house 

functioning. These include: 

• Memories in Lights 

Luminaria Celebration 

December 2022 & 2023 

• Pour & Pair Picnic 

Spring/Summer 2023 

• Bampa’s Annual Golf 

Tournament 

June 2023 

• Bampa’s House 5K 

September 2023 

• Come Together Dinner 

Benefit 

October 2023 

The end of life deserves as much beauty, care, and respect as the beginning. 

Serenity Garden 

From the very beginning, the Bampa’s House vision included a garden for our 

residents. We originally planned three phases of construction with the restoration 

of the house as Phase I, the tearing down and rebuilding of the Carriage House as 

Phase II, and if possible, a Serenity Garden might be Phase III. 

A very generous, anonymous donor provided the funds for the Carriage House and 

when he heard about the garden idea, he helped us even more. His contributions 

combined with the Paver Campaign allowed us to proceed with a plan for the 

garden. 

A gentleman named George Stafford, who retired as an urban planner for the 

State of NY, moved to the Corning area and offered as a volunteer to help us with 

the garden design. We were so very lucky to be able to work with George! His 

knowledge of space and beauty lead to the incredible design you now see. 

Here’s what George had to say about his design: “Bampa’s House will be 

significantly improved by the experiences 

of those using the Serenity Garden, 

through its recognizable and welcoming 

entries and transitions between the 

parking lot and Bampa’s House; points of 

interest to draw users through all parts of 

the garden; sights and sounds of the 

water feature; opportunities to relax in 

the shade garden; moving along brick 

paths honoring donors and viewing future 

seasonal planting areas; and enhanced 

views from the resident’s decks.” 

FAQ: 

1. Many of you have asked about the opening in the fence between Bampa’s 

House and the CCC parking lot. We are testing out this area during this winter 

to see if the plowed snow from that parking lot might be an issue with our 

fence. The west side of that strip of land is owned by the college. Next spring, 

we will determine whether to close in the fence or add more tall plants. 

2. We received many questions about the plants in the garden. Here’s a list of 

those we included: Arborvitae, Dogwood Trees, Japanese Maple Tree, 

Climbing Hydrangea, Ninebark Ginger, Juniper Blue Star, Hydrangea 

Firelight, Weigela Wine, Hydrangea Little Lime Punch, Hydrangea Little 

Quick, Hollyhock, Japanese Forest Grass, Hosta, Yellow, Lavender and multi-

colored Iris, Dogwood Shrub Ivory Halo, Limelight Hydrangea, Royal Purple 

Smoke Bush, Elderberry, and Hibiscus Luna Pink Swirl. 

(Continued from Front)  My mother passed away on June 28th, 2021. Unlike the deaths of my grandparents that I 

witnessed at a young age, her passing was peaceful. She was never alone, was comfortable, felt safe, and was not in 

pain. I would like to mention, in the last 15-plus hours of my mother’s life, a young woman who was volunteering 

while attending medical school never left our side. I witnessed my mother’s last breaths of life with her; I am 

forever grateful. My mother was a beautiful, kind lady who loved her family. She passed with dignity and love and 

left this world to enter a Heaven as she so profoundly believed.  

I am now a volunteer at Bampa’s House giving back to those in end of life. It is difficult, yet rewarding to know I am 

there to help, care, listen, and comfort others, just as Bampa’s House did for me.   - Lisa Cobb 


