Comfort care home will provide end-of-life alternative
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Jim Dugan, of Painted Fost, batllec cancer for about
rour years, but when doctors oetermined thers was
nothing 2ise they could do_ he spent the tinal weeks
of his bfe in a nursang home

After Dugan twed in February at age 65, family
members reslized the institutionalized environmenl
of a nursing home probably wasa the best oplion for

him. But it was the only cheie available, other than
(Pholo: PROVIDED FHGTO) slaying home, and gven his condition, that wasn't
realistic.

Now Dugan's family is working 1o establish a "comfort care home” in the Coming area.
something that would provide terminaily |l patients and thed families an alternative 10
hospice care at home of nursing home care.

In my brother's case, he was 200 pounds, and S0 there Was no way his wife could
hefp him. Home was not an option for him," sak Dugan's sister. Joan Dugan Wilson
S0 ihen the only other option In Coming was 3 nursing home. Nursing homes are
much mare institutionakzed, and 1he caregiving IS spread over many peopie. A comtort
tare home has only two people, and the care 15 24/7 So you always have someone
there for you It's much more personalized, and 2's around the clock *

There are currenlly comfort care homes in Wayland, Penn Yan and Naples but nothng
nezr the Carning area, Dugan said

She and other family members have submitted paperwork to establish a not-for-profit
corparation and plan to either build a new home or remoedel an existing house in the
Corming area (o serve as a comfort case home

The home would be open 1o two patients al a time and aiso would offer amenities for
their families, Wikson said

Volunteers would provide round-the-clock supervision, and CareFirst (Tormesly
Southem Tier Hospice and Pallialive Care) would bring in professional hospice
SEervices such as nursing care and counsefing.

“We are absolutely thrilled with the work of the famdly  What they went through and
lurned that around into helping others is awe-insparing " said Robin Stawasz. CareFirs!
access direclor. "Our mission s (o support families at the end of fife through hospice,
and we'll do all we can 10 help support them in that effort. There is a greal need. We'll
provide the skill sets. including nursing, social work and spirituat support.”

The family doesn'l have a location yel. bul they do have a name. They plan 10 call the
factiity "Bampa's House." Jim Dugan's grandchiidren dubbed him with that nickname.

The service will be free 10 patients. The Dugan family & accepting donations 10 help
cover the cos: of construction and the first year of operating expenses

Fundraising is 1aking place through the Coming Lions Club. Jim Dugan was a past
presigent of the organization.

A search for a location will continue during fundraising. Wiison said.

STARGAZETTE

oton

¢9.99

LIMITED TIME OFFER
UNLOCK MY $9.99 OFFER

“We're looking for land or even a tear-down or an older home that we could retront it
would have to all be on one floor,” she said *The hedrooms in these homes are really
beautiful \We want 1o bring sunlight in, and provide access to the outdoors. A lol of
people say things ke 'l wanl to see the slars one last time ' We have lo make access
for that kind of thing *

Folow Jeff Murray on Twitler @ SGJeMdurray

How to help

« Donations for a new comfort care home in the Coming area are being accepted
Checks can be made out to the Corming NY Lions Foundation, P O Box 1096
Coming, NY 14830. Donations should be designating for “Bampa s House

» Anyone with information regarding potentzl land sites of homes can comtact Joan
Dugan Wilson at 507-742-8562.



